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Great, Great, Grandfather 

 Simon Sullivan Saucerman Senior 1845-1916 
A biography prepared by Stephen S. Saucerman 3-14-2019 

    

imon Saucerman (Senior) was born in Coshocton County, Ohio June 25, 1845.  He was brought to 

Green County, WI in his infancy and grew to maturity on the home farm in Cadiz Township, where 

he received a fair education in the rural school districts. Upon the breaking out of the civil war, when 

scarcely 18 years old and with a spirit that actuated so many loyal men throughout the north at that time, 

he volunteered into the services of this country to battle for the main its of its rights. On December 22, 1863 

he enlisted in company H, 16th Wisconsin Infantry under which he rendered valuable service until mustered 

out in July 12, 1865. 

During his military service 

he shared with his 

comrades the fortunes and 

vicissitudes of war in many 

bloody fields notable 

among which were the 

battles of Kennesaw 

Mountain, Lovejoy Station, 

Higget’s Hill, Jonesboro, 

and other engagements in 

the Atlanta campaign. Later his command took part in the pursuit of the confederate forces under Hood in 

Georgia and with Sherman in his celebrated march to the sea, participating in the actions of Pocotaligo, 

Orangeburg, Columbus, SC, Bentonville, NC and the surrender of General Joseph E. Johnson at Raleigh in 

the latter state. Proceeding northward at the secession of hostilities he took part in the grand view at the 

National Capital, after which he received an honorable discharge and return to home in the Green County. 

On quitting the army, Mr. SAUCERMAN located near the old homestead where he lived one year, then 

took up residence in Monroe where – in the five years ensuing - gave his attention to real estate into which 

he did considerable business in the quarrying and handling of granite.  In October 1872, he disposed of his 
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interest in the city and moved back to a farm which he’d purchased in Cadiz Township where he engaged 

in agricultural pursuits until 1885, when he again returned to Monroe for the purpose of providing his 

children with better educational advantages than the rural districts offered. 

After a residence of eight years in the 

city (Monroe), he moved back to the 

farm in 1892 and once again engaged 

in agriculture and the raising of stock. 

Active in social life, Simon 

Saucerman Senior was a man of 

affairs and kept abreast at all times of 

all matters of public interest. He was 

a stockholder in the Commercial Bank 

of Monroe, a member of O. F. Pinney 

Post C.A.R., and for many years 

affiliated with Smith Lodge Number 

31, A.F. & A.M. of Monroe, and the 

Commandery at Freeport. 

On July 4, 1866, Mr. Saucerman was 

united in marriage to Miss Sarah E 

Crago (*sometimes seen as ‘Craigo’ 

in my research) whose father Fordyco 

Crago, came to Green County from 

Pennsylvania in 1845, settling in 

Cadiz Township. Of this union three 

children were born, the oldest Atty. 

Willard T. Saucerman of this city, 

Minnie L. who married August 

Neusus, a farmer in Stephenson 

County, Il, and Charles H., who 

passed away Feb. 3, 1912.  

Mr. Saucerman is also survived by his 

second wife, Mrs. Belle Wells, Mrs. 

Belle Wells [*NOTE: although another 

obituary said the lady he married on this same 

date was a 'Ruth Noble'; not sure which is 

correct], to whom he was united in 

marriage on December 23, 1914. He 

also has 3 grandchildren, Marjorie 

(daughter of Charles Saucerman, who 

would later in 1933 contest SSS Sr’s 

will), Simon & Willard H. He also 

leaves one brother, Dr. John W SAUCERMAN of Winslow Illinois.   

REGARDING HIS DEATH: The death summons came suddenly to Mr. SAUCERMAN about 7:00 

Friday evening (the day after Thanksgiving).  He had been a man apparently in rugged health in spite of 

this year’s and a man who was to be seen daily about business section.  On awakening yesterday morning 

Mr. SAUCERMAN complained to his wife that he was not feeling in his usual health and announced his 

intention of remaining in bed longer than was his usual custom, but it was believed by his family that his 

RELATIONSHIP Great-Great Grandfather 

Who Simon Sullivan Saucerman Senior 

Birth date 6-25-1845 

Death date December 1, 1916 

Occupation: Farmer (very successful) 

Birth where Coshocton County, OH 

Death where Monroe, WI 

Burial loc:  Greenwood Cemetery, Monroe, WI 

Bio spouse to: Sarah E. (Crago)*or Craigo Saucerman *Biological 

Bio married date: 7-4-1866 

Bio divorced date: n/a 

Bio birth date 1848 (*or 1847) 

Bio death date February 1, 1913 

Bio birth where Pennsylvania 

Bio death where ?  

Bio burial loc: ? 

#2 spouse to: 

Belle Bridge (Wells/Welles) Saucerman 
*BOTH 'Belle Wells' & "Ruth Noble' are listed in different as to  

SSS Sr's 2nd wife. SAME wedding date for both. Typo?  

#2 married date: Belle Wells Saucerman* 12/23/1914 

#1 divorced date: n/a 

#2 birth date 6-8-1851 

#2 death date 4/27/1923 

#2 birth where Jefferson Township 

#2 death where Monroe, WI 

#2 burial loc: n/a 

Children #1: Willard T. Saucerman 1869-1932 *next in lineage 

Children #2: Minnie (Neusus) Saucerman 1872- 

Children #3: Charles Saucerman 1879 (Cadiz)-1912 

Children #5: 
*several census' also list an "A. M. Bowersox" as part of the 

household (relation? servant?) 

Mother: Susan (Wolfe) Saucerman 

Sibling #1: Barnett Saucerman 1834-1858 (age 34) 

Sibling #2: Dr. John Wesley Saucerman 1837-1918 (age 81) 

Sibling #3: Samuel Saucerman 1840-1911 (age 71) 

Sibling #4: Absalom Saucerman 1843 (OH)-1901 (age 58) 

Sibling #4: Martin M. Saucerman 1848-1915 (age 67) 

Sibling #5: Mary E. Saucerman (Coryell) 1851-1909 (age 58) 

Sibling #6: George Saucerman 1832-1855 (age 23) 

Sibling #7: Barnabas Saucerman 1835- 

Sibling #8: Catherine Saucerman 1836-1855 (age 19) 
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illness was a temporary nature and no alarm was felt over the same. He died later in the day. "Paralysis was 

the immediate cause of dissolution (death)". 

CHRONOLOGY 

Date: Age Item: 

6-25-1845 - Simon Sullivan Saucerman Senior is born. 

1845 - 
U.S. President Polk invokes the concept of Manifest Destiny. American inventor Elias Howe invents 

sewing machine. 

6-1-1847 2 SSS Senior is brought to Green County, WI as an infant; grew up on a farm in Cadiz Township 

1847  2 
First adhesive postage stamps in US go on sale. Ben Franklin on 5 cent stamp; George Washington on 10 

cent. 

1848 3 
Gold is discovered by James W. Marshall at Sutter's Mill in the town of Colona, California. Zachary Taylor 

defeats Lewis Cass in the presidential election. 

1850 5 Millard Fillmore is sworn in as the 13th President of the US after Zachary Taylor dies in office. 

1852 7 
The Studebaker Brothers Wagon Company is established. Harriet Beecher Stowe's 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' is 

published. Franklin Pierce, a Democrat, wins US presidential election. 

1857 12 
US Supreme Court rules in Dred Scott decision, 6-3, that a slave does not become free when transported 

into a free state and slavery can't banned by US Congress in a territory. 

1858 13 
The Lincoln/Douglas debates begin. First transatlantic cable is completed but would fail due to weak 

current on Sept 1. 

1860 15 
Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln, running on an anti-slavery platform, defeats three opponents for 

US presidency. Pony Express begins but is rendered obsolete and shut down on October, 24, 1861 after 
transcontinental telegraph is completed.  

1861 16 Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina is attacked, starting the 4 year long US Civil War. 

12-22-1863 18 SSS Senior volunteers/enlists in Co H, 16th Wisconsin Infantry.  

1863 18 Lincoln delivers his address in a town cemetery overlooking the fields of Gettysburg. 

1864 19 
900 cavalrymen raid and massacre between 200-500 Cheyenne and Arapaho (mostly sleeping) men, 

women, and children at Sand Creek, Colorado. 

7-12-1865 20 SSS Senior musters out of Co H, 15th Wisconsin Infantry as a private; returns to Green County 

1865 20 
General Robert E. Lee surrenders 27,000 man army to Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, 

Virginia, effectively ending the Civil War. Abraham Lincoln is assinated at Ford's Theatre 5 days later. 

7-4-1866 21 
SSS Sr marries Sarah E. Crago (*father Fordyco Crago came from PA to pioneer Green County in 1849, 

settling Cadiz Township)  

8-10-1866 21 
After a year on the farm, SSS Sr relocates to Monroe;  he spends next 5 years in real estate and 

mining/selling granite 

1868 23 Ulysses S. Grant becomes 18th President of the United States. 

1-1-1869 24 Son, Willard T. Saucerman is born in Cadiz Township, WI 

1869 24 
The final golden spike of the transcontinental railroad is driven into the ground by Grant at Promontory 

Point, Utah. 

1871 26 
Both the Chicago's 'Great Fire' (causing $196 million in damages, destroying 17,450 buildings, killing 250 

people, and leaving 90,000 homeless) and the forest fire in Peshtigo, Wisconsin which spread over 6 
counties and killed 1,500-2,500 people occur on the same day of October 8, 1871. 
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1-1-1872 27 
SSS Sr disposes of his interests in the city and moves to farm he purchases in Cadiz Township; does very 

well in farming 

1876 31 
Lt. Colonel George Custer and his 7th U.S. Cavalry engage the Sioux and Cheyenne Indians at Little Big 

Horn. 264 members of the Cavalry, along with Custer, perish in the battle. 

1878 33 
Thomas Edison patents the cylinder phonograph or tin foil phonograph. On October 15, the Edison 

Electric Company begins operation. 

1879 34 Albert Einstein is born in Germany. 

1881 36 
James A. Garfield, is shot by Charles J. Guiteau in Baltimore. He dies 2 months later and is succeeded Vice 

President Chester Arthur. The gunfight at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona takes place. 

1882 37 Jesse James is shot to death by Robert Ford, a member of his own band, for a $5,000 reward.  

1-1-1885 40 SSS Sr returns back to the city of Monroe to offer his children better schools than rural could supply 

1885 40 The Statue of Liberty arrives for the first time in New York harbor. 

2-9-1886 41 
SSS Sr and Thurtaan Crago (his wife's brother?) return from Tennesee where they went to 'see the the 

country'. 

1888 43 Work begins on the first motion picture camera at Thomas A. Edison's laboratory. 

6-15-1889 44 
SSS Sr is listed as one of the founders/first stockholders in the new Milk-Condensing Company of 

Monroe 

9-4-1889 44 SSS Sr takes train do Des Moines, IA this morning (his family went last week) for the Iowa State Fair 

1892 47 
Ellis Island, in New York Harbor, opens as the main east coast immigration center. James Naismith 

publishes the rules of basketball. 

6-19-1893 48 SSS Sr buys tickets to the Worlds Fair from W. S. Logan, agent. 

5-15-1893 48 "Willard Saucerman of Madison is with his parents today" 

1-1-1893 48 SSS Sr moves BACK to the farm, where he engaged in agriculture and stock-raising 

8-26-1893 48 Mrs. SSS Sr 'is visiting her son Will for a few days in Madison accompanied by other son, Charles' 

1893 48 Women in Colorado are granted the right to vote. 

3-8-1894 49 
SSS Sr called for jury duty in case of Gottlieb Yoss, an infant, against Henry Elmer charged with 

assault/batt of the child 

1895 50 The first United States patent for the automobile, #549160, is granted to George B. Selde. 

1900 55 The Gold Standard Act is ratified, placing the United States currency on the gold standard. 

1-Feb-00 55 SSS Sr is very sick, but slightly better than that of last week 

1901 56 
President William H. McKinley is shot at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, New York. A week later, 

McKinley dies and Vice President Theodore Roosevelt is inaugurated as President. 

1-Jan-03 58 Jennie Sullivan Saucerman gives birth to Grandson, Simon Saucerman Jr 

1903 58 
First cross-country automobile trip from San Francisco to New York occurs. Inventors Wilbur and Orville 

Wright succeed in the first sustained and manned plane flight. 

1904 59 The first successful field tractor is invented by American Benjamin Holt using a caterpillar track. 

1906 61 San Francisco earthquake occurs, estimated at 7.8 on the Richter scale. 

20-Dec-06 61 SSS Sr's son, Willard T,  (a young attorney) marries Martha G. House (a dressmaker) 

5-Aug-07 62 
The willful abandonment preliminary hearing against SSS Sr's son, Willard T,  by his wife, Martha 

Saucerman begins.  
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8-Aug-07 62 
Another article about Jennie's abandonment case against SSS Sr's son, Willard T, . She was pushed out of 

house and told not to return.  

17-Jun-07 62 
SSS Sr has a 10' high, 4-piece (1 piece weighs 9 tons) monument towed by horses up onto Greenwood 

Cemetery for his future demise 

16-Jul-07 62 
SSS Sr's son, police justice Willard T. Saucerman is arrested on a warrant charging him with 

abandonment 

25-Jul-07 62 
Blurb: "Green County officials have warrant for SSS Sr's son, W. T. Saucerman of Monroe for 

abandonment and non-support 

16-Jul-07 62 SSS Sr's son, Willard arrested on a warrant charging him with abandonment 

25-Jul-07 62 
Warrant served on Justice Saucerman for abandonment and non-support (event occurred June 24, 

1907) 

1908 63 William Howard Taft is elected President over Democratic candidate William Jennings Bryan. 

14-Jul-10 65 
As a main stockholder, SSS Sr attends annual meetinG5:G33g for Commercial and Savings Bank of 

Monroe 

21-Jul-10 65 SSS Sr attends Commercial Savings & Bank annual stockholders meeting 

1911 66 
First transcontinental airline flight from New York to Pasadena, CA takes 82 hours and 4 minutes, after 

taking numerous stops along the way. 

6-Jan-11 66 
SSS Sr's son, Williard becomes known as 'the marrying magistrate', refusing to marry women who 

cannot bake bread. 

1912 67 Democrat Woodrow Wilson is elected US president in 3-way race. 

1913 68 First moving assembly line is adopted for mass production by Ford Motor Company. 

1914 69 Babe Ruth makes his major league debut. 

1915 70 
Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas A. Watson conduct first telephone conversation between New York 

and San Francisco. 

16-Jul-15 70 Another piece about SSS Sr's son, Willard T and his "no bake, no marry" policy with potential brides. 

11-Dec-15 70 
Piece about SSS Sr's son, Willard T, 's "no-bake, no-marry" policy. The end the article with "Attorney 

Saucerman is not a baker himself" 

20-Jul-16 71 SSS Sr is visiting his daughter, Minnie Neuses in Winslow today 

1-Dec-16 71 Simon Sullivan Saucerman Senior dies. 

 

The above information is primarily compiled from common ancestral/heritage sites such as Ancestory.com, NewspaperArchives.com, 

Findagravestone.com (and many others) and also from news articles featured in archival copies of the Freeport Daily Journal Standard, Monroe 

Daily Journal, Monroe Weekly Journal, Madison State Journal, Janesville Daily Gazette and other regional news publications of the day. 

Author’s Note: In keeping with the period of this piece, I have in places borrowed/replicated actual and/or ‘old English’ phrasing from accounts or 

articles I’ve referenced while making this biography. Periodically, I’ll inject my own personal thoughts and opinions where I feel further 

clarification is required or I just feel like being funny/sarcastic 😊. After all, it’s family. 

Appendix 

Archival items pertaining to Simon Saucerman 1845-1916 including Civil War enlistment, pension, medical 

and muster documents:  
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